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November 24, 2008

Dear Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame Supporters, 

On behalf of the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame, I would like to personally thank you for your support. As you know, in June of this year we proudly celebrated our 10th year of operation. Over the last 10 years, we have grown and developed into much more than just a Hall of Fame. In order to continue thriving and promoting the great game of women’s basketball, however, we need your continued support! 

Along with this letter, I am sending you the special edition of our quarterly newsletter, “Off the Backboard: The Spirit of Giving.” As you read through this newsletter, you will see that it is intended to kick off our new giving campaign. In developing this plan, we thought it was important to start with you, because of your existing love of women’s basketball and the WBHOF. 

We believe our first 10 years have been strong, but we are hopeful that this campaign will ensure we are able to continue our mission to “Honor the Past, Celebrate the Present and Promote the Future” of women’s basketball for decades to come. 

Beyond our museum operations, we have created a number of programs to benefit the youth in our community and thus “promote the future” of the game. Some of these programs include the NCAA Fast Break Education program that in last five years has taught over 8,500 students from kindergarten through 5th grade about fitness, nutrition and the history of women’s basketball; the GoGirlGo program that introduced inner-city youth to basketball and used this platform to promote positive self-esteem; and over 25 Girl Scout Badge programs, including the Folic Acid patch to prevent birth defects, which was created with the support of the Muscular Dystrophy Association. These are just a few of the programs for youth that the WBHOF has led during our first 10 years. 

The WBHOF has also supported senior citizens through our Covenant Health Senior Passport program, by inviting a large group to a pep rally and health seminar at the WBHOF and then taking them to a Lady Vols game for an afternoon of fun. Also, we have been a supporter of the Senior Olympics basketball team and the Tennessee State Bank senior groups. 

This summer, we will be hosting a three-day Select Girls Basketball Camp to showcase the talent of high school girls’ basketball players in the Southeast. The Select Camp, in addition to our annual Future Hall of Famer Clinics, continue to teach basketball skills to girls in the East Tennessee area. 

The staff at the WBHOF is committed to giving back to our community with our time and talents. We have teamed up with a number of charitable organizations to sponsor a variety of events at the WBHOF over the years. These organizations include World Vision, Cancer and Careers, Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, Muscular Dystrophy, Susan G. Koman, Toys for Tots and the WBCA/Kay Yow Foundation. We participate in the Read With Me Program at an inner-city school in Knoxville and Junior Achievement. Also, during the last year, we have supported fund raisers throughout the United States with donations of over 1,000 passes to the WBHOF. 

As you can see, your participation in helping the WBHOF with your gifts will make a great impact on the museum as well as the many programs, both local and national, that we participate in. Your contribution will allow you to stay connected to the WBHOF and will ensure a strong foundation for a new generation of women’s basketball fans by supporting programs, exhibits and Hall of Fame programming. 

The Women’s Basketball of Fame has always been about the powerful story of women’s basketball. Let’s show the world, the basketball community and ourselves just what sort of support we can give to women’s basketball and our history. Together we can really make a difference! 

Our special edition newsletter details the many ways in which you can give, through a one-time donation, annual donation, endowment gifts or with your talents/time. Here are a few additional suggestions: museum acquisition fund, gifts to the museum (archival items), matching funds, stocks and appreciated securities, bequests, trusts and retirement plans.  All gifts, no matter how small, are appreciated and together we will become something greater.  

Please consider helping us continue the growth of our dream, a Hall of Fame dedicated solely to the sport of women’s basketball. Our dream came true 10 years ago and as our theme song so eloquently states, “nothing is impossible, it seems, when a little girl starts to dream.”

Thank you for your time and consideration to our giving campaign. 

Sincerely, 
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Dana Hart

Vice-President/General Manager

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”

-Winston Churchill
